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TV? Like real TV?
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video intro was here
Get some background at: http://current.com/s/about.htm



current.tv
// circa august 2005

   TV should be a two-way communication

with the audience creating and choosing

what they want to see.
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current.tv
// circa august 2005

Making user-generated
content into
compelling television

- Focus on video producers

- Reward the best of them

- Rejected half of uploads !

- 30% of TV is viewer-created
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What did we learn?
// circa august 2005

This wasn’t open enough,

distributed enough or big enough
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include everybody



current.com
// circa october 2007

Instead of making a platform for

TV participation…

Make a platform for all kinds of

participation and put the best on TV.
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current.com
// circa october 2007

What’s the next evolution

of news for young adults?

- Not just about video

- Social news frontpage

- Editors meet algorithms

- Lots of easy ways to participate
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What about TV?



web comment on tv
Watch it here: http://current.com/items/89083715_mlk



web comment on tv
Watch it here: http://current.com/items/89081307_climbing
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assignments
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current:news
// circa march 2008

Make current more current
and get lots of users
involved

- Hourly news broadcast

- Made from top voted submissions

- Game-like competition

- Robot voice!
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current:news on tv
Watch samples here: http://current.com/people/CurrentNewsTeam



What’s next?
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User participation: 4-7% per month



TV with an API
// circa the future

• Internet: big, open, federated

• Interaction happens everywhere

• Harness what people are already doing

• Read and write -- to TV!

• Scale is a challenge: The whole internet

coming in but only a linear TV channel

going out
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Participation Everywhere
// circa the future

• Harness Twitter, Qik, Facebook, blogs, etc…

• Every community – even yours!

• Nano-fame sprinkled around the web

• A federated content network pipeline to TV?

• “Coopetition”

tv with an api ux week 2008



Prototyping TV
// circa august 2008

We need iterative development

approaches for the TV network, too

- Getting flash on tv

- More flexibility

- Real-time web data on-air

- Focused; proof of concept
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Thanks!
Rod Naber // rnaber@current.com

Dan Levine // dlevine@current.com


